
A1.2.3 La pronuncia italiana 
The Italian pronunciation
Exercises: https://app.colanguage.com/italian/grammar/pronuncia-lettere

Formation rules:
1. C and G are soft before 'E' and 'I'. Example: 'Ciao', 'Gelato' 
2. SC is soft before 'E' and 'I': scena. 
3. GN and GL form unique sounds: bathroom, family. 

Lettera Pronuncia Esempio

C/G + E/I Soft sound like 'ch' and 'j' in English
Ciao (Hello)

Gelato (Ice cream)

C/G + A/O/U

Hard sound like 'k' and 'g' of game

Cane (Dog)

Gatto (Cat)

CH/GH + E/I
Chiave (Key)

Ghiaccio (Ice)

SC + E/I Sounds like 'sh' in English Scena (Scene)

SC + A/O/U Sounds /sk/ Scuola (School)

GN Sounds like the 'ñ' in Spanish Bagno (Bathroom)

GL + I Sounds like the 'll' in Spanish Famiglia (Family)

Z Could be voiced and voiceless
Zaino (Backpack)

Pizza (Pizza)

CC, GG, LL, TT, ... Double consonants are pronounced longer
Fratello (Brother)

Otto (Eight)

1. Complete the dialogue with the correct solution 

1. Il mio nome inizia con la lettera ________________, come in 'Casa'.
( My name starts with the letter C, as in 'Casa'.)

a. a. K
b. b. W
c. c. J
d. d. C

2. La lettera ________________ in italiano è muta, quindi 'hotel' si pronuncia 'otel'.
( The letter H in Italian is silent, so 'hotel' is pronounced 'otel'.)

a. a. Z
b. b. Q
c. c. H
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d. d. G

3. La lettera G davanti a ________________ si pronuncia dolce, come in 'gelato'.
( The letter G before E is pronounced soft, as in 'gelato'.)

a. a. E
b. b. U
c. c. O
d. d. A

4. La combinazione ________________ si pronuncia come la ñ spagnola, per esempio in 'bagno'.
( The combination GN is pronounced like the Spanish ñ, for example in 'bagno'.)

a. a. SC
b. b. GL
c. c. GN
d. d. CH

5. Le lettere ________________ non fanno parte dell'alfabeto italiano base.
( The letters J, K, W, X and Y are not part of the basic Italian alphabet.)

a. a. J, K, W, X e Y
b. b. A, B, C, D e E
c. c. F, G, H, I e L
d. d. M, N, O, P e Q

6. La doppia consonante ________________ si pronuncia più lunga, come in 'otto'.
( The double consonant TT is pronounced longer, as in 'otto'.)

a. a. SC
b. b. GN
c. c. LL
d. d. TT

Solutions:

1. C 2. H 3. E 4. GN/Good morning, Maria. Could you send me the latest version of the contract? I need it before Friday to
review the terms and confirm the signatures. Also, please include the appendix with the updated prices. 5. J, K, W, X e Y/J, K,
W, X and Y 6. TT/The effects will be progressive over time. You will need to monitor the patient and evaluate whether
additional doses are necessary. If symptoms worsen, contact a specialist immediately.
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